
Outline
Federation University Australia is pleased to launch the Graduate Certificate in Regional 
Community Development. This program offers professional development and accreditation 
for regional workers with community engagement responsibilities.

Building community resilience demands multiple, cross-sector partnerships involving 
personnel in land and catchment management, fire management, disaster recovery, 
water, economic development, finance, tourism and regional development, environmental 
management and sustainability, recreation, education, health, housing, arts and culture, 
Indigenous communities, agriculture, neighbourhood houses and community groups, 
women’s networks, human services, transport, and communications and infrastructure. 

The knowledge, skills and attributes gained through the Graduate Certificate in Regional 
Community Development are transferable across sectors.

Program Content
The Graduate Certificate in Regional Community Development introduces a transferable 
model of ‘Collaborative Engagement’ incorporating nine strategies of community 
engagement, a professional development manual, and a study circle kit.  Multiple tools 
used at multiple levels each contribute essential knowledge to support engagement that is 
both exciting and liberating.  

The Graduate Certificate in Regional Community Development provides students with:

• the opportunity to participate in a regional network of peers and professionals;

• access to resources on regional development, collaborative learning, community   
 development and the growing field of resilience;

• sound theoretical knowledge underpinning a systematic approach to engage, skill   
 and resource community groups.  The skills enable groups to plan and implement   
 change towards sustainable futures;

• supervised transition from learner to educator within their community or    
 workplace; and,

• a forum to showcase their work through research and regional events. 

The Graduate Certificate of Regional Community Development involves part-time study 
over two semesters. Courses include:

Facilitating community development

This course introduces students to the skills, knowledge and principles of facilitating 
community involvement with diverse groups of people into the practice of constructive 
decision-making.  This solution-focused learning provides a systematic approach to enable 
people to work together and establish common goals towards sustainable futures.  This 
shift in relationships - that invest rather than exploit local knowledge and resources - is 
now recognised as a major determinant of resilience that strengthens wellbeing, mitigates 
the impact of disasters, and benefits recovery.

Collaborative engagement with communities

This course advances understanding of the impact of collaborative learning principles and 
practice in relation to regional community development.  Attention is given to strategies 
that support the transition from exclusive to inclusive decision making.  

Key themes: links between personal and community development, collaborative 
communities incorporating diversity, contribution of visioning, and skills and structures of 
working collaboratively.
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Program Content cont...
Theory and practice of community development (1 and 2)
These courses provide a significant learning experience for students 
to implement the principles, skills and strategies of collaborative 
education.  Students become educators in their community or 
workplace as they facilitate a group using the strategies within 
the model of collaborative engagement.  Attention is paid to the 
development of a public language and voice as an informed and 
active contributor to future directions.  These courses provide 
supervised practice requiring students to reflect on the integration 
between theory and practice in facilitating community engagement.  
Communities are introduced to subjective and objective tools of 
evaluation to track their contribution to long term outcomes.  

Admission requirements 
Students require either a Bachelor degree or substantial, relevant 
professional experience.  

Commencement
The first intake of this new program will be in semester 2, 2015. 
Classes will commence in July at regional centres across the state. 

Delivery Mode
The courses will use a combination of face-to-face, 
videoconferencing and online learning.  Students will have access 
to extensive international resources and networks on regional 
community development. 

Costs
Program costs are currently being determined.  Costs can be 
negotiated for partner organisations, and we are seeking subsidies 
for not-for-profit agencies.

Pathways to further study
The Graduate Certificate is a pathway to further study at Diploma 
and Masters levels in Regional Community Development.

Staffs’ qualifications and experience
Course Coordinator - Dr Helen Sheil has over 30 years’ 
experience in community development as a practitioner, educator, 
researcher and project manager.  She is Founder and Director of 
the Centre for Rural Communities Inc which was formed in 1995 to 
work towards the development of rural communities that are socially, 
environmentally and economically sustainable.  

Helen’s Model of Collaborative Engagement for Transformation has 
now been designed into study circle kits on Building Rural Futures 
through Co-operation – implemented in 70 communities (rural and 
urban) with outcomes that exceeded all expectations.  Helen has 
presented her work at regional, national and international forums.  
She has led major community development initiatives funded by 
national and state government and philanthropic organisations.  
Helen is a gifted and inspirational educator.

Program Leader - Dr Monica Green has over 30 years’ experience 
as an educator, researcher and community activist.  Her expertise 
is in community education for sustainability, and she has presented 
and published her work at national forums.  Monica was co-author 
of the Regional Centre of Expertise in Education for Sustainable 
Development’s successful submission to the United Nations for RCE 
status. Monica is deeply committed to community community-based 
education.

Federation University Australia
Federation University Australia is the only regionally headquartered, 
multi-sector university in Australia. With locations in the west and 
east of Victoria, the University has five campuses located at Mt 
Helen, SMB and Camp Street in Ballarat, as well as in Gippsland and 
the Wimmera.

FedUni offers the best of both worlds combining a strong tradition 
of more than 140 years of tertiary education with the freedom and 
dynamism that comes with being a relatively new University with 
close links to local communities.  FedUni has partnerships with TAFE 
Institutes across Victoria and New South Wales.

The University has ~ 25,000 students, of whom about 7,500 are 
international students. About 25 per cent of our students are 
studying for postgraduate qualifications.

For further information

Course Coordinator
Dr Helen Sheil
Ph: (03) 5155 7218
Mob: 0400 193 283
Email: h.sheil@federation.edu.au 

Program Leader
Dr Monica Green
Ph: +61 3 5122 6364   
Mob: 0407 547445 | 
Email: monica.green@federation.edu.au 

If you are interested in strategic partnerships including how the 
Graduate Certificate in Regional Community Development might 
meet your organisation’s needs, please contact me directly:

Professor John McDonald
Executive Dean
Faculty of Education and Arts
Telephone (03) 5327 9611
Email: j.mcdonald@federation.edu.au 


